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Welcome to Your New Tribal News Magazine!
Welcome to the inaugural issue of the new Snoqualmie Tribe news magazine! This is the first of four quarterly
issues you’ll receive each year, around the end of the month in August, November, February and May.
Our goal for this new publication is to provide not only news about the Tribe, but also news from the Tribe
for all Tribal Members. We’d like to encourage you to send in news items that you want to share with your
extended family. Birth announcements, engagements and weddings, photos from TCR activities, or any other
events or happenings you’d like to let people know.
You’ll find a information below on this page with our contact information for submitting your news or feedback.
We hope you enjoy this magazine and we look forward to improving it over time with your help!

sdukwalbixw News Magazine Staff
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items to share with all Tribal Members!
What kind of news can you share?
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You can e-mail us your news items at:
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Snoqualmie Tribe Wins First Place in Fall City Days Parade
On June 9, the Snoqualmie Tribe took part in the Fall City Days celebration. Tribal Members and the Culture
Department drummed and sang on the Tribe’s float, winning first place among parade participants. The Tribe
also provided a booth that featured cultural information and public carving demonstrations.
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Reflections on
canoe journey
The first thing anyone learns while on Canoe Journey is that the experience is
about commitment, and not convenience. In that way, Canoe Journey is less about
traveling and more about preparing oneself for what lies ahead. In my time spent
during the In experiencing the 2018 Power Paddle to Puyallup, I learned that if
someone is not emotionally prepared to take on the commitment, then the purpose
of gathering with relatives and neighbors becomes is compromised. Above all, I
learned that the journey is only complete when everyone is included and having fun.
If the Snoqualmie Canoe Family had not had the support of the Snoqualmie Tribe’s
Cultural Department, then we would not have had such tremendous representation
at this year’s Journey. It was with the Cultural Department’s hard work and
dedication that we Tribal Members were able to gather and teach each other, feed
each other, and learn together. From the The Culture Department’s core team—
including Wayne Graika, Joanne Dominik, Buzz Cloud, Franchesca Curtis, Angela
Wymer, and Ginger de los Angeles—the canoe family grew into a larger support
system of tribal members that was able to solved problems, uplifted each other
with good jokes, and reinstated connections between Snoqualmie families that had
previously felt distant.
There is a universal feeling that accompanies Canoe Journey—the feeling of
commitment to each other. Not only do you need to be committed to yourself and
the water, but you also need to be committed to your people. People You also learn
to support people across tribes. When a child is lost and found by a different canoe
family, everything is done to return that child to their parents. When any elder needs
a helping hand, even if they’re not asking for it, you help them. When a canoe family
comes together after years apart, you give respect by learning about each other and
by listening to their stories. In that moment of witnessing this universal commitment,
I felt a greater sense of family and trust.
4

Story by Sabeqwa de los Angeles
Photos by Sabeqwa de los Angeles and Debra Mathis

Sabeqwa de los Angeles is a Snoqualmie Tribal Member and the
Communications Assistant for the Snoqualmie Tribe. She recently
graduated from Fairhaven College of Interdisciplinary Studies and
received a BA in Film and Creative Arts with a minor in American Indian
Studies. de los Angeles attended the 2018 Paddle to Puyallup with
the Snoqualmie Tribal Canoe Family to document the experience. This
article is written from her perspective as someone who is participating
in a Canoe Journey from start to finish for the first time.
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The Foundation for Journey
I first started my involvement with the Snoqualmie Canoe Family
began during weekend paddle practices on Lake Sammamish. It took
me weeks to build up the strength necessary to pull the la?lagwas
canoe. At first, I wasn’t sure if I would have the strength to pull. Then,
with through consistency and the my commitment to show up to
practices, I began to feel more confident. My mantra became, “If my
ancestors could do this, I can do it too.” I realized that my body had
more potential than I had ever given it before. Not only did I start to
find paddle practices fun (which made exercising fun) I also started to
learn more about myself. I became a part of a team. I began working
on my own strengths and weaknesses while also participating in a
balance of others’ strengths and weaknesses.
Most of the practice turnouts were small, made up of women and
children. Was anyone connecting with other tribal members? Did
others not want to share in this personal experience, too? At the same
time, I was also having thoughts of confusion and frustration. At some
practices, my placement in the canoe would change and I would be
Snoqualmie Skipper Wayne Graika
moved to the front . Then, I realized that there were people who were
committed to pulling, but they had to drive long distances to reach the practice locations, or they worked on
weekends. I had also lived outside of King County for years and understood the feeling of choosing a home
life away from the Snoqualmie Tribe. I was learning that Canoe
“On previous Journeys we were always
Journey is as much a personal experience as it is a participation
asked if we pulled and with what tribe.
in cultural pride. From this point on, I knew that I had to trust
It was tough trying to explain why
that people would show up if the timing proved right for them.
Snoqualmie was not participating. I was so
On the first day of our Canoe Journey I was so excited that I
excited to be part of Journey this year. I
pulled from Suquamish to Alki and camped showed up at the Snoqualmie Tribal Center with extra coffees
to share with others. At 23-years-old this was my first Canoe
out with my own Tribal family. We are all
Journey and I was eager to get started. It was seven in the
family but I made friends with them too.
We still keep in touch. It was amazing and I morning at the Tribal Center and everyone was quietly focused
on assembling all that was needed. I knew that I wouldn’t be
cannot wait to do it again!”
able to pull this year because of traditional customs, but I had
—Kathy Wentland, Tribal Member
been hired as the new Communications Assistant and was
ready to document
this year’s Journey. Since I was not pulling on the canoe, I had to
commit to the water in a different way to maintain my function as
Communications Assistant. Working from the support boat, I was
excited to get close-up shots to document and capture la?lagwas’
journey and the pullers’ commitment and resiliences for three days.
Once everyone had shown up, we quickly split up into separate
vehicles to caravan to the Swinomish Snohomish River Estuary at
Langus Riverfront Park. While most everyone was still sleepy, I could
feel the energy of excitement emanate from our skipper, Wayne
Graika, as he drove the van towing la?lagwas through stop-and-go
traffic. When we arrived at the park there was a pause as we waited
for our caravan of trucks, vans, and cars to all reach the destination.
Then, as we all circled up for the first time, feelings of gratitude and
the value of commitment were shared with the group by our carvers
Wayne and Buzz Cloud. Even though there had been a long process
to get to this point, this was still only the beginning. The moment
the canoe was launched was the moment that the journey was set
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in motion with no opportunities to turn back. We
were committed to finishing what we started, not
only for ourselves but for all Snoqualmie Tribal
people.

Day One: Journey to Tulalip
The first day on the water proved to be an
interesting challenge for both the pullers and the
support crew. The tide was low and gentle, which
required complete attention in navigating to be
done with total puller teamwork nearly the entire
pull. The pullers were exhausted by the time the
support boat could reach the canoe in safer waters.
This was my first taste of what it was like to throw
L to R: Debra Mathis, Olivia Zeiler, JoAnne Dominick, Myah
waters and sandwiches as fast as I could to the
Dominick, Aiyana Guy, Tyler Mullen, Dakota Revels,
pullers. I felt fortunate to be able to support the
LouAnn Guy, Cheyenne Revels
efforts of the pullers, to hear their jokes, and to
photograph their smiles. The tide was so low that day that the canoe had to wait to come to shore. In the
meantime, both pullers and support crew jumped
overboard for a fun and refreshing dip in Tulalip Bay. “The experiences you have as part of a team and
meeting new people, seeing different native cultures
Our stay in Tulalip was a blast. As the day went on
and the culture being the same as you're is kind
and the canoes came in, the sun only got hotter. The enlightening.
view of Tulalip Bay was stunning, but we didn’t have
long to enjoy it. It was so hot that the majority of the
Watching everyone in the circle was awesome, all
canoe family was gathered back at camp under the
you had to say was "Circle Up" and everyone came
shade of our canopies. While we waited for dinner
running. Watching the kids drumming, singing and
to be served in the gymnasium, the kids played card
dancing was great to see. All of them little sponges
games and we took a moment to review our songs
soaking up all stuff they put out there.”
with the Tribe’s language instructor, Angela Wymer.
—Debra Mathis, Tribal Member
After dinner, we waited to hear the summary of the
skipper’s meeting. The skippers decided that breakfast would begin at 3:30 in the morning and then to send
the pullers off by 5 AM. At the sound of this news, most of the canoe family retired to their tents to get
enough rest for the long pull ahead. I stayed up just long enough to use the mobile shower on the other side
of the football field. Afterwards, I wandered over to the field where other canoe families were conducting
protocol. Alone and in my pajamas, I watched from the sidelines with curiosity and an urge to participate
with the uncertainty of not knowing how. That was the first night of many nights on Journey that I would fall
asleep to the sound of drumming.

Day Two: Onward to Suquamish

L to R: Michael Ross and Melynda Digre

With a minimal amount of sleep, the canoe family rose
the next morning and made their way to breakfast in
the dark. Whether or not people were truly hungry,
everyone ate the food that was provided knowing
that later, the hunger would return stronger. This
would be the only day that la?lagwas would be out
on the waters while the sun was rising. It was a test of
everyone’s commitment to respect the overall Journey
schedule with punctuality. As a photographer I enjoyed
taking pictures of the pullers as the early sun washed a
layer of pink over the water. This was also my first day
to make productive use out of the GoPro headset I was
7

L to R: Franchesca Curtis, JoAnne Dominick, Jennifer Ramirez-Crull, Angela Wymer, Michelle Mathis,
Melynda Digre, Kathy Wentland, Debra Mathis

provided with, which was exciting for me. However, from the pullers’ perspectives the sunrise was a sign of
their long pull ahead of them.
The pull from Tulalip Bay to the Suquamish dock took la?lagwas a total of seven and a half hours. la?lagwas
traveled through both the Mukilteo and Edmonds ferry lanes, past Whidbey Island, and finally into Port
Madison. The pull was long, but the pullers were playful. As we neared Port Madison the pullers cooled off
by splashing each other with water. I will never forget the sight of my own Tribal Council Members getting
soaked with water from paddle splashes. Even the support crew was happy, despite some complications
with switching out pullers from the canoe. We kept our minds at ease with good jokes and some old Canoe
Journey tunes.
When we finally arrived at the Suquamish dock, we were surprised to find that we were one of the first ten
canoes to get there. This was a product of our pullers’ hard work; many of them didn’t take the chance to
switch off, and had remained committed to supporting the pull for the full seven plus hours. It was inspiring
to see how much energy they had to keep pulling. There was a running joke amongst the pullers that they
only had two more miles or twenty more minutes left to go. Upon arrival, you could tell that the pullers’ sore
muscles were already setting in despite the refreshed
looks on their faces.
“I learned that I do have inner strength, that I can
Fortunately, the ground squirrels were on top of
go on, and that you’re always in prayer. To be able
getting a camp location that was close to the canoe,
to work with other people, and to help encourage
near the Suquamish Community Building, the House
them to keep going forward, and keep going to the
of Awakened Culture. Our camp was nestled between right path.
a house and an apartment building and behind the
That way we can pass on what the ancestors have
fire station. The ground squirrels, including JoAnne
taught us. And I think it’s very important to carry
Dominik and Franchesca Curtis, were quick to cook
that through for the next seven generations.
burgers for the pullers as they returned from the
showers. Wayne used his knowledge of medicinal
Yes, I want to participate in another Canoe Journey
plants to brew some tea for the pullers, which
because I think it’s a very powerful and spiritual
consisted of muscle relievers and anti-inflammatory
journey. And you can always learn something new
herbs, such as Devil’s club and fireweed. These foods
from when you go to the protocol, you can always
held the canoe family over until dinner was ready.
learn something from there. And it really fills my
Before dinner, there was some much-needed free time
to explore after the long day of traveling. There were
several vendors: the Suquamish Police had a booth
where they were handing out free cinch bags, another
8

soul, since I do live in a different state I don’t get to
participate in stuff like this. I feel it’s very important.”
—EmmaLou Revels, Tribal Member
Fall Quarter 2018

booth had a station where kids could make
necklaces, and another booth was dedicated
to healing remedies for pullers. The Suquamish
Tribe had enlisted members of the Navy to
come carry each canoe up the boat launch to
the House of Awakened Culture. Soon enough,
the grass surrounding the building was tightly
packed with canoes.
The best part of camping at Suquamish was
the food. Dinner consisted of pasta salad, fresh
steamed potatoes, fresh coleslaw, salmon, crab,
and jumbo shrimp. There were also free-forall tables filled with shellfish. Members of our
canoe family grabbed plates of food and waited
patiently to hear back from the skipper’s meeting.

L to R: Jennifer Davis, Melynda Digre, Franchesca Curtis,
Debra Mathis, Kathy Wentland

Soon, the canoe family was relieved to hear that the canoes wouldn’t be leaving Suquamish until 11 AM.
“We learned new songs and dances.

Day Three: Arriving at Alki

Don’t call the canoe a boat or you’ll get The next morning everyone took advantage of the slower start
to get out of bed and pick up a breakfast from Suquamish before
thrown in the water.
preparing for the day’s pull.
[The most challenging part was] pulling
As the support boat and la?lagwas pulled in closer to Seattle, you
the canoe.
could see the skyline which was a stark juxtaposition to our canoes.
[My favorite part was] the Indian tacos. Just like the way the ferries felt out of place in between the canoe
paths, so did Seattle’s presence in the middle of our immemorial
The best part was everything.”
traditions.
—Dakota Revels, Tribal Youth

That evening, we made it back to camp at Muckleshoot, who
served as the hosts of the Seattle landing. The only thoughts I had
my mind were the needs of a shower and a popsicle. The field was refreshing, and the views of Mt Rainier
made camp in Muckleshoot’s Pow Wow Grounds especially nice. We spent a lot of time relaxing at camp as
the moon was almost full. The kids drew with chalk on the pavement, some people explored the vendors, and
most of us experienced the golf cart system that was provided. We conserved our energy before our last
long pull to Dash Point.

L to R: Buzz Cloud, Josh Moraga, EmmaLou Sweet, Rodolfo Martinez, Aiyana Guy, Olivia Zeiler, Matthew Pablo, Wayne Graika,
Linda Sweet Baxter, Cheryl Mullen, Jennifer Davis
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L to R: Buzz Cloud, Wayne Moses, Matthew Pablo, Melynda Digre, Danniel
Willoughby, Kathy Wentland, Rodolfo Martinez, Wayne Graika

Day Four: Dash Point Ahead
In the morning, the pullers had to assemble quickly. Not because
they were pulling early, but so the shuttles could be boarded in
time to beat the traffic. The night before it had been decided by
Wayne that there should be as many pullers possible on the water
to Dash Point. He wanted to make the last long pull worthwhile for
the pullers and the youth. There ended up not being enough room
for me to be on the support boat that day because of all the pullers.
I spent most of that day feeling as if I was missing something by not
being on the water.
There were many advantages to following the ground squirrels
on their last day of setting up camp. They had devised an air-tight
packing and unpacking system just in time for our last day of travel.
By this time too, the kids had become experts at disassembling
every kind of tent. Traveling through Federal Way and Tacoma was
relatively easy. When we arrived at the campsite at Puyallup it was
already midday and the sun was blazing hot. Unpacking with the
ground squirrels in that heat was a humbling experience. With each

What I’ve learned from Canoe Journey
would be no matter how scary our
biggest fears are, they can always be
overcome when we work together.
We all rushed into it together, were
able to sort it out, and actually come
up with a really good team. And today,
now it feels more like a canoe family
again and I want it to keep going.
So that too, that’s something that I’ve
learned is how to be a leader in a large
group again. But that was definitely the
most challenging too, for myself.
When I’m on the water, I’m part of the
water. I’m part of the canoe and part
of the crew. It’s a spiritual experience
for me, being able to just be at nature’s
will.
So, I pretty much listen to her and
the animals, the ancestors, and I kind
of dream. I just dream about what’s
around the next bend. What am I going
to see in the next couple miles?
And learning how to read the water,
and the currents, and the sound, and
tell what the weather’s going to do.
So I’m really focused on that part of
it, because that’s an important job for
me. Is to make sure we’re the safest we
can be and we’re ready for whatever is
to come. Because I’ve been out there
when the water got really wild really
quick, and to me that’s a lot of fun but
you got to be safe.

L to R: Wayne Graika, Matthew Pablo
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—Buzz Cloud, Carver
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L to R: Staci Moses, Angela Wymer, Eva Coby, Debra Mathis, Melynda Digre, LouAnn Guy, Kathy Wentland, Alexander Wallace,
Wayne Graika, Josh Moraga, Natalie Moses, Tyler Mullen, Buzz Cloud

tent and canopy that went up we only got more tired. We were grateful to have a break before picking up
the pullers from Dash Point.
When it was time to go pick up the pullers there were several logistical obstacles in our way. One of which
was communicating with the park rangers at Dash Point Park about where we could park our caravan of
vehicles. We were surprised to find out that the park rangers had failed to plan for the influx of vans and
trucks they were about to receive. While we waited for la?lagwas to pull
It was awesome to have
in, Franchesca and I sat at a nearby park to wait for the canoe with Debra
members from the 5 tribal
Mathis, Kathy Wentland, and Michael Ross who had provided their trucks.
families. And it was nice to
We decided who would pick up the pullers and who would pick up the
come home to teach our people support crew at a separate location—and then we were off.
songs, dances. Just my family
alone we had 3 generations on When we arrived at Dash Point it was a flurry of traffic and pullers on
the road, on the beach, and in the parking lot. By the time I stepped out
canoe journey learning part of
and ran to the beach, our pullers were already carrying la?lagwas onto
our traditional cultural ways.
shore. It was then a mad-hunt to find all of our pullers to take back to
—Staci Moses, Tribal Member camp. The park was flooded with people. Not only were there over one
hundred canoes pulling in, there were also tourists who were clueless and
obtrusive. There was also a private party being held at the park, and a Girl
Scout camp, which only added to the traffic. Looking back on it now, it’s kind of funny how chaotic it felt. At
the time, I was only thinking of making sure our family was safe and together.
On the way back to camp I had the privilege of listening to some of what I had missed out on that day. The
pullers told stories of what it was like to pull into that final stretch of Puget Sound. Apparently, it was more
stressful than relaxing. They described
witnessing a lot of garbage in the
water—including plastic and clothing—
and that the water smelled polluted.
More than once they had to be towed
by the support boat. Then, at one
point, there was a massive barge
heading straight for several canoes.
For some reason the barge didn’t slow
down and only continued to blow its
horn until the canoes moved out of the
way.
When the pullers returned back to
camp, dinner was provided by Staci
Moses who served her delicious
spaghetti. As the night fell over the
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campsite, Angela and her husband Steve Wymer practiced songs with some of the kids in the group. It was
heartwarming to see how excited the kids were to sing and drum under the full red moon.

Day Five: The Final Landing
The next morning, the tradition of taking turns providing sustenance for the group continued, and the canoe
family was grateful to have Steve Wymer cook eggs and sausages for breakfast. Our final day of pulling was
meant to be a shorter day with no support boat. In order to get back into Dash Point Park, everyone had
to wake up early. There was a lot of planning that had to be done for our final day. We had a long circle-up
meeting before the pullers left camp to discuss all of the logistics. Once at Dash Point, the pullers had to
wait until there was room to bring la?lagwas to the water. Then, there was a semi-organized order as to
which canoe family went after the other. Once la?lagwas
To be honest, I feel like I wasn’t really thinking
arrived at the final landing, they had to wait for their turn to because I was too busy paddling. And then
commence their protocol.
we were singing songs. But I was like thinking
Through all of that planning, it was also decided who would that, “Oh, we’re almost there!”
be in the canoe. Elders including Cheryl Mullen and Linda
Yeah, I just like camping with everyone. More
Sweet Baxter were chosen to sit in the canoe. Then, youth
talking, having fun.
including Dakota and Cheyenne Revels, Olivia Zeiler, and
Aiyana-Guy were chosen as well. After we had finished
I like pulling. Especially when we fit everyone
planning, we took a moment in our circle up for people to
on the canoe.
mention anyone they wanted to thank. The ground squirrels
—Aiyana Guy, Tribal Youth
were thanked for their hard work setting up camp and
traveling with camp. The pullers were thanked for their hard
efforts. Some individuals thanked specific family members. Our biggest thank-yous came from our carvers
and pullers who spoke of how Canoe Journey was an integral part of their sobriety experience. It was an
emotional moment for our canoe family filled with love and understanding. I was grateful to have been there
to witness it.

L to R: Cheyenne Revels, Dakota Revels, Buzz Cloud,
Tyler Mullen, Cheryl Mullen
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When the pullers headed out, the ground
squirrels headed down to the final landing
location. We got a little lost along the way to the
shuttle location, but once we got to the shuttles,
everything went smoothly. We were able to
ride in golf carts across the parking lot, which
was exciting for the kids. We also learned that
the ride on the shuttle to the landing was Myah
Dominik’s first ride on a school bus. As soon as
we stepped off the shuttles, there was a crowd
of people in all directions.
Fall Quarter 2018

L to R: JoAnne Dominick, Eva Coby, Eduard Holz, Josh Moraga, Matthew Pablo, Staci Moses,
Nate Wooster, Wayne Graika, Buzz Cloud

The final landing was located at the mouth of the
Hybelos Waterway in a former marina. It was one of the
hottest days on Journey, so I had respect for the canoe
I loved all of it, but the best part was the families that were waiting in queue for protocol. It was
celebrating. Because that’s when we get to a commitment for me to be there as well to photograph
celebrate the people who came, the people and video la?lagwas. I didn’t have much equipment, but I
was determined to get as close to the canoe as possible.
who pulled, and eat lovely seafood.
While most of the canoe family sat in the designated area,
It was a really good experience this year. I hope I followed the canoe to shore through a series of docks
it will be a great experience next year, too.
and across broken concrete. Having the landing at the old
marina gave the event an interesting tone and also played
—Cheyenne Revels, Tribal Youth
into the past and present parallel. As I followed the canoe
to the landing, its background included a US Army Reserve Center, a seafood company, huge fishing boats,
and a large industrial crane. Looking back on my photos, I feel as if I was capturing a moment that defined a
relationship of two different cultures.
Yeah, I kept on thinking that Wayne was going
to say, “Just around the bend!”

Once it was our turn to participate in protocol, our
skipper Wayne delivered an impressive oration in
Lushootseed. When I had a moment later to step
back and process with my mom, I had to stop and just
cry. All of my emotions from the culmination of my
experience poured out of me. I was trying to tell her
about how what happened when Wayne was finished
with his delivery. The Puyallup Tribe responded first
in Lushootseed, and then began translating with,
“Snoqualmie, we are joyful you folks have arrived. We
have love for you folks…” I felt affected by this moment
because I could feel the Snoqualmie Tribe’s regional
presence awaken in a new way.

L to R: Tyler Mullen, Kayla Wentland, Aiyana Guy
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Continuing the Journey: Protocol
and Beyond
The following days would lead up to Snoqualmie’s
protocol in the big tent at Chief Leschi Schools
on Friday, August 3rd. The days were long and
menacingly hot. On more than one occasion the canoe
family would travel to Spanaway Lake to cool off and
practice protocol. Some would also spend several
hours at the protocol tent. I learned so much from
watching other canoe families participate in protocol.
Everyone has a different dance, a different song, a
different style that makes them uniquely remarkable.
Alternatively, I also learned a lot from shopping from
the vendors and hearing their stories and experiences.
Staying at the Puyallup camp for a week was special
because I felt a part of a diverse group of people
without feeling like a foreigner. Everyone told
a different story, but one could always relate to
another’s. Oftentimes, while we were practicing our
own songs and dances at camp, so were other canoe
families. One of the things I miss most about camp
is being able to stay up late and laugh with others.
Whether we were coming back from the protocol tent
or from shopping, there was always someone to greet
or help us in some way.

I guess learned a lot about being in a leadership
role and decisions you have to make in order to
keep everybody safe and in the rhythm of Canoe
Journey—which isn’t for everybody. Teaching the
younger ones like how to be respectful to not just
our elders, but all the elders in all the other tribes.
I guess the most challenging part was trying
to make sure everybody was all in line. Making
sure I could shuffle through the crew because
the crew was bigger than I thought originally.
With everybody coming back, coming on… And
hopefully throughout this next year we can all
gather more and there would be more of what to
expect, I guess.
Well for me as a skipper my number one thought is
keeping everybody safe out there… The skipper is
the big role—you’re in charge of everybody.
It’s pretty tough actually. You can see it in the
pullers, they start to strain out, having to switch
them out all the time, which isn’t bad… Yeah, just
keeping busy with songs and stories and laughter
and that’s what makes us keep going. I always tell
them it’s just around the bend.
—Wayne Graika, Tribal Member and Skipper

Not only are there certain values of respecting and
helping others that come with Canoe Journey, but there is also a perspective one develops as a camper.
When you are out camping with a group of people for two or more weeks, you learn so much about those
people. You learn about who is always thinking ahead, which of the kids are ready to help first, who you
can depend on when you’re in pain, which family packed the right camping gear, and even who knows how
to braid your hair. In between taking photos, I spent the majority of my time restocking water into coolers,

Snoqualmie Tribe Canoe Family and la?lagwas at the end of a successful Canoe Journey
14
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checking on the kids, finding medical supplies, organizing the kitchen, and supplying popsicles. It’s with this
perspective that one learns that it truly does take a village to ensure that everyone is prepared and safe.
By the time we were ready for our closing protocol we had only practiced our songs and dances for a
week. We had spent a lot of time deciding exactly how we would be dancing and the order of the songs.
Sometimes it was difficult for us to come to a consensus, and some details even changed at the last minute.
We did the best that we could with a small number of Snoqualmie Tribal Members who had knowledge to
teach us. I know that members of my generation who participated in protocol hope that more tribal members
will participate in sharing cultural knowledge in the years to come.
Ultimately, I know that when it finally came to commence our protocol at 11 PM on Friday night, many
Snoqualmie tribal members spoke of how well they thought we did. While we may not have been the biggest
tribe, and we may not have executed everything perfectly, I believe that the people who did participate did
so with pride. We worked hard to present a feeling of confidence and gratitude while we did our protocol.
This was significant because in the end, we’re not only there for ourselves, we’re also to represent the
Snoqualmie people, and to help other Snoqualmie people feel proud to be Snoqualmie.
The final weekend of the 2018 Paddle to Puyallup Canoe Journey was a conflicting time. It was hard to leave
this momentous experience. The Puyallup Tribe didn’t get to conduct their protocol until a day later than
expected. Most of our camp, along with many other canoe families, had already packed up to leave. The
few us who stuck around to see Puyallup’s protocol were exhausted, but committed to see Canoe Journey
through until the end.
It was worthwhile to stay for Puyallup’s protocol. I learned a lot about their tribe and canoe family. I got
to see all the ways in which they prepared for this massive undertaking. There was also an empowering
presentation about Missing & Murdered Indigenous Women that displayed a large blanket lined with
individual paddles. Then, it was heartwarming to watch each canoe family be gifted by the Puyallup Tribe. At
the end of everything, I do not think that I had even been able to fully absorb the experience.
Days later, I am still remembering the details that I thought I had forgotten. I met so many people in such a
short time and got to know Snoqualmie tribal members I never knew well enough. I learned about people’s
families and how they came to be where they are now. I learned that I have people I can trust and others that
are committed to bringing us together. Most of all, I learned about what I’ve been missing all these years by
living so far away from the Snoqualmie Tribe. This was my first Canoe Journey, and after years of wanting to
participate, I feel like a part of my identity is completed.
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Little Red Fish in Lake Sammamish
Story by McKenna Sweet Dorman
The Snoqualmie People have an ancient connection to Lake Sammamish and the kokanee salmon who call this
place home.

s?ilas - little red fish
The little red fish provided the Snoqualmie People with a year-around food source. The kokanee are
landlocked sockeye salmon who spend their entire life in the lake and surrounding tributaries. Two of these
important creeks carry Snoqualmie family names: George Davis and Zackuse creeks. The names speak to the
families who had homesteads along these creeks through the turn of the century. There were seven of these
homesteads in total with many Snoqualmie families living on each, from Inglewood south to Monohon Mill.
Through the 1920s Snoqualmie families moved away from Lake Sammamish and back to the Valley or to
live with extended family elsewhere. One of the first home developments was built next to the lake, small
cottages along the creeks, one even directly over the creek’s mouth. The area, which had already been heavily
impacted by the logging industry changed even further with more and more people moving into the new
available homes.
Today, with the rapid changes that have continued to happen around Lake Sammamish, the impacts have
culminated in a crisis for the kokanee, with only 19 fish returning to spawn this last year.

Kokanee Work Group
The Tribe has participated in the Kokanee Work Group (KWG) since its inception in 2007. This group has
brought together the surrounding community with the common goal of restoring the kokanee population.
From King County’s website:
The goals of the KWG encompass returning the kokanee population to robust health and ultimately
re-establishing a fishery for kokanee on the lake. The KWG membership includes watershed residents,
each of the five local jurisdictions in the Lake Sammamish watershed, the US Fish and Wildlife Service,
the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Washington State Parks, the Snoqualmie Tribe, Trout
Unlimited, Friends of Issaquah Salmon Hatchery, Save Lake Sammamish, Friends of Pine Lake, and
additional stakeholders.
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Culvert Replacement
In June of this year, the U.S. Supreme Court affirmed a lower
court ruling regarding culverts. Washington State is now
required to pay to fix hundreds of impassible culverts that
have blocked fish from accessing healthy spawning streams.
This decision is a huge win for Tribes, as it not only benefits
the salmon, but also affirms Tribal treaty rights.
In 2016, Snoqualmie Tribal staff coordinated with Wally
Pereyra, a conservation-minded, private landowner in
Sammamish, to convince the City to step up and replace the
Tribal Council Vice Chair Michael Ross
impassible fish barrier under East Lake Sammamish Parkway.
The City agreed to make this a priority project and the
Sammamish City Council voted unanimously to approve moving forward on replacing the culvert. In 2017, the
Tribe was awarded $200,000 from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Tribal Wildlife Grant Program to partner with
the City of Sammamish on the Zackuse Creek Fish Passage & Stream Restoration Project.
The Tribe was also awarded $126,000 in EPA grant funding in 2015 and 2016
to implement priority kokanee habitat restoration along lower Zackuse and
Ebright Creeks, located on Wally Pereyra’s properties. The Tribe began this
riparian buffer restoration by mapping and removing existing non-native
invasive vegetation dominating the forest understory along Zackuse Creek
and the surrounding wetlands. This restoration work is ongoing and will
help aid the kokanee who will return to these streams. This summer, the
City has undergone work to replace the barrier culvert under East Lake
Sammamish Parkway with a larger fish friendly box culvert. This combined
work will help to improve kokanee spawning habitat.
Additionally, King County has started replacing fish barrier culverts
downstream under the Lake Sammamish Trial and Shore Lane this summer.

Returning Home
This fall, the Tribe will utilize EPA and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Grant funds to
complete riparian restoration along the 400’ of new stream channel as well
as 1,200 feet further upstream on Wally Pereyra’s property and the Eden
Glen Homeowners Association property which together total over 4 acres.

L to R: David St. John, Michael Ross,
Lyman Howard, Wally Pereyra,
Looking forward, the Tribe will expand this environmental restoration into the
Christie Malchow

return of the Snoqualmie Tribe by restoring a physical presence at these sites
and helping with education to surrounding communities. In order for these lands, waters and creatures to
survive, this environmental restoration is essential, but they need the Tribe in order to thrive.
With this work on Zackuse and surrounding creeks, the kokanee will be able to return home to spawning
grounds they have been blocked over 40 years. Likewise, the Tribe will be able to celebrate with the kokanee
once more as this connection also marks the return of the Snoqualmie Tribe’s presence to the area.

Kokanee Film Project
The Tribe is working with Nils Cowan at Hemlock Productions LLC, who was picked by the Kokanee Work
Group to produce a documentary project about the Lake Sammamish Kokanee.
The film will focus on the surrounding culvert replacement and restoration work while weaving together the
Tribe’s cultural and historical connection to the lake, streams and the little red fish. The Tribe is excited for this
opportunity not only to highlight the involvement in these types of projects, but as another opportunity to
share the Tribe’s story and deep connection to these strongholds. This film project will be completed next year.
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Since Time Immemorial Curriculum
By Mckenna Sweet Dorman

Since Time Immemorial Curriculum
In May 2018, the Tribe hosted a teacher training day run by
staff from the Office of Super Intendant of Public Instruction
(OSPI) at the Snoqualmie Casino. This training walked
teachers and educators through the Since Time Immemorial
curriculum (STI) and provided implementation guidance.
From the OSPI website (http://www.k12.wa.us/IndianEd/
TribalSovereignty/):
The 2015 legislature passed SB5433 requiring the
inclusion of tribal sovereignty curriculum to be
taught in all schools. The use of the curriculum has
been endorsed by all 29 federally recognized tribes.
The resulting curriculum is called Since Time
Immemorial: Tribal Sovereignty in Washington State.
This mandate also requires school districts to work with all 29 federally recognized tribes as they are adopting
and teaching this new curriculum.
The Tribe started working with Bellevue School District in 2017, which blossomed into an additional partnership
with Issaquah School District as well as the Burke Museum.
Burke Mini Museum
The Burke Museum piloted their BurkeMobile program in Fall 2017. This program is the expansion of their
longstanding Burke Box program.
From the Burke’s website (http://www.burkemuseum.org/programs/burkemobile):
BurkeMobile is a traveling program that brings Burke educators and real museum objects to
classrooms and schools across Washington State.
Living Traditions. What does it mean for a tradition to be “living?” Engage with cultural objects from
our museum and learn about traditions still practiced by contemporary Native Americans of the Pacific
Northwest. See how cultural practices can grow and change over time from generation to generation
and learn about the diverse Native cultures in Washington State.
We encourage you to continue your learning of Native American cultures by reaching out to your local
tribe for more resources.
Tribal member staff attended visits to 4th grade classrooms in Bellevue and Issaquah school districts with the
BurkeMobile from October through November of 2017. Staff were able to share a Snoqualmie perspective on
materials offered in the as well as answer questions from the classrooms.
Through this partnership, the Tribe was able to connect firsthand with the next generations in surrounding
communities and have a cultural exchange while clearing up misnomers about the Snoqualmie Tribe. These
visits also allowed the Tribe to introduce topics that will be covered in the supplemental STI curriculum that
these school districts will eventually adopt.
Continues bottom of next page
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Back-To-School Celebration at Woodland Park Zoo
On Saturday, August 18 the Snoqualmie Tribe’s Education
Department hosted a back-to-school celebration for Tribal students
at the Woodland Park Zoo.
Adult and youth students were able to pick up a custom backpack
and gift card to be used to purchase school supplies. Attendees
enjoyed a buffet lunch and complimentary admission to the zoo.

Native artist and entrepreneur Louie Gong

The keynote speaker for this year’s event was native artist and
entrepreneur Louie Gong, founder of Eight Generation. Gong
spoke about the challenges he faced and how he set goals to help
guide him as he pursued success as a native artist. He provided
a craft activity for attendees
and hosted a fashion show for
native-designed blankets.

At the end of his presentation, Gong gifted the Snoqualmie Tribe a print of
his artwork entitled “Rez Cat Forgives His Enemies.”
The event finished up with a visit by “Gunnar,” the zoo’s red-tailed hawk
animal ambassador.

Since Time Immemorial Curriculum — Continued from previous page

The Tribe aims to partner with all surrounding school districts to ensure they are meeting the state mandate
by including the STI curriculum as well as working with the Tribe to supplement this with Snoqualmie specific
curriculum that will help tell the Tribe’s story and share the message, “We are still here.”
Next Steps
Moving forward, the Tribe is continuing to reach out to surrounding school districts including the Snoqualmie
Valley School District and Riverview School District to ensure they are aware of how the Tribe can help as they
institute the STI curriculum into their classrooms.
Currently, staff are preparing supplemental materials to help educate on the Tribe’s history, culture and current
existence. These materials will include intro videos, Story Maps, educational activities and photos. Tribe staff
are also working towards offering additional teacher trainings to educators to ensure these materials are
understood and implemented appropriately.
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Suction Dredge Mining
For a number of years, the Tribe’s Environmental and Natural Resources Department has advocated in the
State capital for restrictions on suction dredge mining in Washington State. Recently, the Tribe worked on an
opinion-editorial on the topic, in partnership with Trout Unlimited and other stakeholders.

Washington’s Salmon and Steelhead — More Precious Than Gold
Since the late 1990’s, many Washington stocks of salmon and steelhead species
have been listed as threatened or endangered under the federal Endangered
Species Act (ESA), and population declines continue. Tribal treaty harvests, which
are essential to the cultural survival of tribal communities, are greatly diminished.
Many rivers are closed to fishing for steelhead – the designated state fish of
Washington. And the decline of our iconic orcas may be due in large part to
the decrease in Chinook salmon, their primary food source. While recreational
and commercial anglers, tribes, and environmental interest groups may disagree
on some of the solutions, there is one issue that unites us: the need to reform
Washington regulation of motorized suction dredge mining in Washington’s
waterways.
Motorized suction dredge mining involves the use of a gas-powered engine,
mounted on a raft or floating platform, with a large hose designed to suction
the bottom of creeks and rivers in search of gold. This activity occurs in the very streams and rivers where
threatened or endangered salmon and steelhead spawn and rear, and habitat damage can be extensive. The
motorized suction dredge, by design, literally vacuums up the river bed – the habitat most important to fish.
While unregulated motorized suction dredge mining was once common in all Western states, our neighboring
states have either prohibited the activity or adopted stringent fish habitat and water quality protections. The
activity is now banned in California, and strict permit requirements exist in Oregon and Idaho to prohibit
motorized suction dredge mining in areas designated as critical habitat under the ESA and other sensitive
habitats.
But Washington State agencies are stuck in the last century in their lax regulation of motorized suction
dredging, far behind our neighboring states. The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW)
allows the activity under the “Gold and Fish Pamphlet,” a general authorization to conduct motorized suction
dredging at certain places and time with no regulatory oversight or follow-up.
And this occurs even though the State Legislature intended the “Gold and Fish Pamphlet” only for nonmotorized mining. WDFW acknowledges it is unsure exactly how often, where, and when motorized suction
dredging occurs in our state’s creeks and rivers. Federal courts have ruled that the “discharge” of sediment,
sand, rocks and other materials from motorized suction dredging is subject to the permit requirement of
the Clean Water Act, yet the Department of Ecology, our state’s clean water agency, has no such permit
requirement - unlike other states and the Environmental Protection Agency.
To its credit, the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission has recently directed WDFW to initiate a
rulemaking process to modernize our state’s regulatory system. And it’s about time. Over 20 years ago, the
State Legislature passed a bill directing WDFW to regulate motorized suction dredge mining “consistent with
the state’s fish management objectives and federal endangered species act.” And yet, over 20 years later, the
ESA protections followed in other Western states are still not being implemented in Washington State. That’s
right: the Endangered Species Act and Clean Water Act protections implemented in other states are not
applied by our own state agencies in Washington.
Washington’s tribal, commercial, and recreational fisheries have all been significantly curtailed due to the need
to protect fish for our future. We don’t like the fact that fishing has been closed to protect endangered and
Continues bottom of next page
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Carbon Initiative 1631 — Protect Washington Act
After securing enough signatures from registered voters
in Washington State, initiative 1631 will be on the ballot in
November. I-1631 “aims to reduce pollution and its negative
impacts, and promote and provide investments in clean air,
clean water, healthy forests, and clean energy projects that
will facilitate the transition away from fossil fuel, reduce
pollution, and protect community health.”
If passed, I-1631 would place a $15 per metric ton of carbon fee on large emitters,
beginning in 2020. In 2021, the fee would increase by $2 plus inflation every
year. The carbon fee revenue would be deposited into three funds created
within the State Treasury to fund projects. A minimum of 35% of the investments
would go to clean air/clean energy projects in order to reduce carbon
emissions and transition workers to clean energy economy. A minimum of 10%
of the investments would go to clean water and healthy forests, and a minimum
of 5% would support healthy community investments. Per the initiative, Tribes
are eligible to receive funding from each of these three accounts.
In the legislation, the definition of Tribal Lands is defined more broadly than in
any other piece of legislation, to include “sensitive tribal areas” which are “areas
in which an Indian tribe has a significant interest, such as sacred sites, traditional
cultural properties, and burial grounds protected under RCW 27.44”, such as
sacred Snoqualmie Falls.

This year, the Tribe celebrated the
National Day of Prayer to Protect
Native American Sacred Places
on Friday, June 22nd at sacred
Snoqualmie Falls.

Suction Dredge Mining — Continued from previous page

threatened salmon and steelhead, but we accept such regulation as necessary. So, it is outrageous that while
people can’t fish because of crisis-level conservation needs, and Washington’s taxpayers and Tribes spend
millions of dollars protecting and restoring fish habitat, those same areas continue to suffer habitat and water
quality damage from inadequately regulated motorized suction dredge mining.
Our state agencies regulate agriculture, construction, transportation, and other activities that occur outside of
stream channels because they may indirectly impact our state’s streams and rivers - and we think that is a good
and necessary thing. But they don’t regulate motorized mining that occurs inside the river channel and has a
direct and immediate impact on habitat - that is illogical.
In fact, motorized suction dredging is even
less regulated than projects to restore fish
habitat. It’s stunning to think that a project
to perform work to improve stream habitat
to help endangered fish is subject to more
state agency permit review and conditions
than using an in-river motorized suction
dredge operation.
At a minimum, WDFW’s “Gold and Fish Pamphlet” should not allow any type of motorized mining. Instead,
WDFW should propose new and separate rules that strictly regulate motorized mining in accordance with
the protections of the federal Clean Water Act and Endangered Species Act. The protection of fish and fish
habitat should be a central focus of these new rules. While Washington State seeks to be a national and
global leader in environmental protection, let’s get our own house in order with common sense regulations to
protect salmon and steelhead habitat. It’s too late to be a leader on this issue - but can’t we at least keep up
with the neighbors? For tribes and tribal treaty fisheries, Washington’s recreational and commercial anglers,
and our outdoor recreation economy, salmon and steelhead are more precious than gold.
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Tribal Council Selects Candidates for First State Legislative
Campaign Contribution Plan
In May the Tribal Council met with their Governmental Affairs staff and State Lobbyists to discuss and adopt
the Tribe’s first state legislative campaign contribution plan. The top priority candidates were from legislative
districts located close to the Snoqualmie reservation, and two Native American candidates from two legislative
districts in the area around Anacortes, San Juan Islands, and Bellingham.
Snoqualmie Top Five Primary Candidates
Here are the top five candidates supported in the July Primary Election.
Bill Ramos, Democrat, 5th Legislative District (Issaquah area), House of Representatives
Bill Ramos was first elected to the Issaquah City Council in 2015 after serving on Issaquah’s Economic Vitality
Commission, the Planning and Policy Commission, and on the Issaquah Human Service Commission.
Bill Ramos is currently a small business owner. His company, The Common Good, is an Issaquah-based consulting
firm specializing in developing transportation and public transit projects.
From 2005 to 2013, Ramos worked for the US Department of Transportation’s Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
as a Community Planner with emphasis in developing and managing the Tribal Transit Program and Rural and
Small Urban Area Transit Systems. As Federal Tribal Liaison, he worked with 56 Tribes in Washington, Oregon,
Idaho and Alaska to help start or improve public transit on Tribal Lands.
Bill Ramos (D) is running in an open House seat, vacated by Rep. Jay Rodne, opposed by Chad Magandanz (R).
Primary Election Results: Bill Ramos 54.03% | Chad Magandanz 45.97%

Paul Graves, Republican, 5th Legislative District (Issaquah area), House of Representatives
Paul Graves was born and raised in Maple Valley. One of five children, he attended Tahoma public schools and
graduated from Western Washington University—where he served as the student body president—and earned
his law degree from Duke University. Now, when he’s not serving in Washington’s part-time legislature, he serves
as an in-house lawyer for a family-owned trucking company. He lives in Fall City. He maintains an active pro bono
legal practice, representing foster youth in legal proceedings.
Paul Graves was active in securing funding for the new round about improvement at the intersection of I-90
and Hwy 18. Graves also met with the Tribal Council earlier this year to learn more about the Snoqualmie Tribal
Council’s priorities and values.
Paul Graves (R) is running as the incumbent against Lisa Callan (D).
Primary Election Results: Paul Graves 45.19% | Lisa Callan 53.33% | Other 1.49%

Patty Kuderer, Democrat, 48th Legislative District (Redmond area), State Senate
Patty Kuderer moved to the Eastside nearly 20 years where she raised her two children, Emily and Michael. She
has over 30 years’ experience as an attorney in municipal and private practice. Her current practice focuses on
employment discrimination, sexual harassment, and helping people injured by texting, drunk, or other negligent
drivers.
She is an advocate for open government, becoming well-versed in public records laws when working as a city
attorney, an area she also continues to practice in today.
Patty Kuderer (D) is running as the incumbent running against challenger Rodney Tom (D), and one other
candidate.
Primary Election Results: Patty Kuderer 60.07% | Rodney Tom 29.47% | Other 10.45%
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Tim Ballew II, Democrat, 42nd Legislative District (Bellingham area), State Senate, Lummi Nation
Tim Ballew II is a husband, father, a Democrat, and a lifelong commercial fisherman and Whatcom County
resident. He lives in rural Whatcom County. He served as Tribal Chairman of Lummi Nation for five years and
successfully led the Nation through protection of their historic land and water at Cherry Point and protection of
the Salish Sea from invasive Atlantic salmon net pens. Tim also served on the Ferndale School Board. Today he
serves on the Whatcom County Council.
Tim Ballew II (D) ran against Senator Doug Ericksen (R), the incumbent, and Pinky Vargas (D). After the election,
Tim Ballew II conceded and gave his support to Pinky Vargas for the upcoming General Election.
Primary Election Results: Tim Ballew II 25.30% | Pinky Vargas 28.86% | Doug Ericksen 45.84%
Debra Lekanoff, Democrat, 40th Legislative District (Anacortes, San Juan Islands, part of Bellingham), Tlingit
Debra Lakanoff is a proud mother of 2 children. She served 16 years as the Swinomish Governmental Affairs
Director, and 6 years as Chair of an Alaska Native Village Corporation.
Her career has provided the opportunity to engage on vast issues and layers of government at international,
federal, state, and tribal levels and to work towards clean water for our families and our fish and wildlife.
She is a Democrat Woman of Color, she holds true to embracing all and building coalitions to make it all happen.
Debra Lekanoff (D) is running in an open House seat being vacated by Rep. Kristine Lytton. Debra faced 5
challengers for this open seat in the Primary Election. In the General Election this fall she will run against Michael
Petrish (R).
Primary Election Results:
Debra Lekanoff 28.14% | Michael Petrish 21.06% | 3 Other Democrats 44.15% | 1 Republican 6.65%

Primary Wrap-Up
August 7, 2018 was the Washington state Primary Election Day. As of Friday August 17th, Republicans were
falling behind Democrats in races for 13 state House seats they currently control, while Republican incumbents
also lagged in two state Senate races.
In five other races for Republican controlled state House seats, Republicans were polling 2.5 percentage
points or less above Democrats, suggesting those races could easily go either way. Democrats look as if they
could also prevail in two other tight contests for open state Senate seats that Republicans currently hold.
Meanwhile, no legislative seats held by Democrats appear to be in jeopardy.
For Republicans, the primary elections did not turn out well. The party will need to work hard if Republicans
are to advance in Democratic districts, and to maintain existing Republican seats.
A lot can happen between now and the General Election on November 6, 2018. But we know from the Primary
results we will be seeing new faces in the state legislature in 2019.
Of the five top priority candidates supported by Snoqualmie, four of the candidates won their Primary Election
and will need support from Tribes to win in the General Election this fall.
In Washington state, ballots and voters’ pamphlets for the November 6th, 2018 election will be mailed out to
registered voters on October 19th.

Register to Vote!
If you are not already registered to vote, October 8th, 2018 is the deadline for online
and mail-in voter registration, all address changes, name changes, and other updates.
After this date, voters will need to register in-person by October 29th in order to
vote in the November 6th 2018 general election.
To register online to vote, visit sos.wa.gov
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Mountains to Sound National Heritage
Area Legislation — HR 1791
In June the U.S. House of representatives unanimously passed legislation to
designate the Mountains to Sound Greenway as a National Heritage Area. The
bipartisan legislation was sponsored by Representatives Dave Reichert (R-WA) and
Adam Smith (D-WA), and co-sponsored by Representatives Suzan DelBene (D-WA)
and Pramila Jayapal (D-WA).
If passed into law, the legislation would include the Snoqualmie Tribe in federal law,
as the bill officially recognizes the Snoqualmie Tribe as a “federally recognized Indian
tribe with cultural heritage and historic interests within the proposed Mountains to
Sound Greenway National Heritage Area” along with Yakama, Tulalip, Muckleshoot
and Colville tribes.
Over many months, the
Tribe’s Governmental
Affairs team was able
to work with Representative Reichert and Senator
Cantwell’s offices to tighten up language addressing
tribes and to give all Tribal governments better
access and input to the local governing authority
of the heritage area and the ability for Tribes
to promote Tribal cultural areas as part of the
proposed heritage area.
To become law, the bill will need to be passed
by the U.S. Senate and then be signed by the
President.

Tribal Social Security Fairness Act — HR 6124
In June Congressman Dave Reichert (R-WA) and Congresswoman Suzan DelBene (DWA) introduced the Tribal Social Security Fairness Act. The Act provided a fix which
would allow Tribal leaders to participate in the social security program, which they
currently cannot do. When the legislation is passed, it will allow Tribal leaders to pay
into, and receive, the same social security benefits as other elected leaders.
Tribal Council Members and the Tribe’s Governmental Affairs team have advocated
for the legislation since it was created via lobbying trips to Washington D.C. and
official Tribal comments submitted throughout the process.
In late June the legislation was marked up and passed by the U.S. House Ways and
Means Committee. It was then put up for a vote on the House floor on July 24th.
As it was being considered, Congressman Reichert said “Thanks to the dedicated
advocacy of the Muckleshoot and Snoqualmie Tribes… we were able to find a bi-partisan
comprehensive solution to this problem.”
The bill will now be considered in the U.S. Senate in the Finance Committee. If passed, it
will continue to the Executive Branch for the President’s signature.
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A Quick Look at the Snoqualmie Fireworks Supply Stand
This year, the stand conducted 2,244 customer transactions over just a
few days in late June and early July. We had 13 total staff, six of them
Tribal Members.
Noah Young had not worked for the Tribe previously, “Working with
the Tribe is a lot of fun. Learning the inner working of how something
so big is operated gives a lot perspective.”
Four employees from the Crescent Market worked at the stand this year.
•

Ben Miller (Lead Associate moved up from Inventory/POS) “I feel like I had an incredible team who made
the job easy for one another and the we did a great job using each other as assets”

•

Jamie Pfutzner (Lead Associate moved up from Inventory/POS) “Fireworks was a blast! I would do it
again. It was a little stressful at first setting up because I’ve never been down there before so I don’t
know what the different kinds of fireworks were, so it was kind of confusing. Overall with the promotion
down there, I was really grateful to have that opportunity and experience and it was just a really laid back
environment!”

•

Rosalyn Stansberry (Operations Supervisor moved up
from Lead Associate) “The past two firework seasons I had
the opportunity to be apart of the team as the operations
Supervisor. It went by fast and was even better then the first
season. I’m comfortable with the transition because I’ve been
a part of the retail operations for the last 6 years. I’m excited
to continue being part of the retail Department in a manager
role. I look forward to learning and growing with the Crescent
Market and seasonal operations. All opportunities are exciting
and I’m grateful to be part of the current and future retail
endeavors for Snoqualmie Tribe”

•

Robbie De Los Angeles (Operations Manager moved up from
Operations Supervisor) “The opportunity to work as Operations
Manager for the last two seasons has been great. It’s a really
awesome thing to be a part of a team the comes together,
seeing tribal members get their foot in the door to work with
us or get some of the tribal youth a first job is amazing. As
well as Crescent Market employees growing and developing
transferable skills that they and I will continue to use in current
and future retail development for Snoqualmie Tribe”

For Crescent Market employees its important to go and be a part of
the Snoqualmie Fireworks Supply to get experience and be ready for
the next career step within retail operations for the Snoqualmie Tribe.

First Year Statistics for
Crescent Market at Snoqualmie
Total Employees: 34
(27 full-time/7 part-time)
Tribal Employees/Spouses: 53%
Tribal Employees Leadership
& Above: 73%
Year One Tribal/Spouse Promotions:
Robbie De Los Angeles (Assistant
Operations Manager), Florence
Cohn (Lead Associate), Bonnie
Keevama (Lead Associate), Jimmie
Houston (Lead Stocker)
Customer Count Year One: 595, 483
Retail Options Day One Employees:
John Willson, Clayton Burley,
Robbie De Los Angeles, Vicki
Applebee
Accomplishments: Crescent Kitchen
hours extended to 8 PM, Harbor
Wholesale Foods Award—Best New
Store Design 2017

The same goes for Tribal
Members as it can and
has been the foundation
for current employees
of the tribe as well
as providing good
experience to those that
are working a first job.
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Casino News
The Casino continues to smash its all-time records and is staying busy with a number of projects to raise
the profile and put the Casino, and Tribe on the national stage. Over the last several months, we have
accomplished the following:
New Tribal Development and Career Development Program Launched — Includes four phases of
development for casino Team Members, including Tribal Preference for participation, when space is limited. A
one-day program for Tribal Members is scheduled for 9am-5pm on August 25th to complete Track I.
Snoqualmie Casino Named One of Washington’s 100 Best Workplaces for the
First Time — Anonymous surveys were sent to all Team Members by the Puget
Sound Business Journal to ask them questions about the workplace, including
factors such as: compensation, management appreciation, benefits, time off and
fairness. Based on these categories, were ranked as one of the best employers in
the state of Washington!
Announced Renovation Plans to Keep the Casino Vibrant and More Profitable
— Combining the Café and Deli to offer more hours of service, with an expanded
menu, while gaining operational efficiencies.
•

Converting the Deli space into a high-limit, private gaming salon to provide a more exclusive
experience for current players, recapturing more high-limit players, and to offer privacy to our highprofile and well-known guests.

•

Closing an unprofitable Poker Room and converting the space to a fully-enclosed and upscale nonsmoking section for slot players.

AFE & DELI | INTERIOR DESIGN CONCEPTS
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Active Shooter Training from Former Navy SEALs — We conducted voluntary, emergency preparedness
training for active shooter scenarios in the casino ballroom and office areas. The world-class training simulation
was conducted by former Navy SEALs from the most high-profile and elite SEAL Team, and a SWAT officer
that was a first responder in the Virginia Tech Shooting. The training scenario will air on King5 News in August,
as approved by the Casino, based on the perspectives of Mark Wright, Evening Anchor, whose son survived an
active shooter threat.
First-Time Awards for Excellence in Casino Marketing — We received three, first-time international awards for
excellence in casino marketing in July, for our casino promotions and community giveback over the past year.
We were also recognized as the “Best Casino” by 425 Magazine for the 7th year in a row!

New VALOR Card for Active Military and Veterans — The Snoqualmie Tribe’s Color Guard participated in our
ceremony to launch the VALOR Card on July 4th. The VALOR Card provides automatic discounts to active
service men and women, and veterans, on concert tickets, meals at restaurants, and gift shop items, as our way
of saying “thank you”!
Recruited World Class Leadership to Join the Executive Team — We recruited a new Chief Marketing Officer
to oversee our Marketing Department, with extensive experience in Asian Marketing, and most recently, as the
Senior VP of Strategic Marketing for Wynn Resorts in Las Vegas. We also recruited a new Security Director
with worldwide leadership experience with the FBI, including security oversight of the 2012 London Olympics
and 2010 FIFA World Cup. He joined our team on August 20, 2018.
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Elder Lunch Program Celebrates One Year
By Anetta Townsend LPN, Elder Care Nurse

The Snoqualmie Tribal Elder lunches have been in progress for one year. The
first lunch was in June 2017. The count has varied from 10 to 28. We do keep
track of the numbers for reporting for the Title VI Grant.
We have had a visit from Colville Indian writer, Lawney Reyes, who has
published books about his brother, Bernie White Bear, who was a Native
activist in the 70’s in the Puget Sound area. Bernie died in the 1990’s.
Lawney’s latest book that he presented is about local Indian fishing rights and
the fight to retain those rights.
We saw the 2016 Presidential Freedom Medal, which is the highest civilian
award of the United States. President Obama awarded this to Eloise Cobell,
a Blackfeet tribal member for her fight to recover 3.5 billion dollars that was
mismanaged by the Department of Interior. This is the largest class action
suit against the Federal Government. This settlement also created the “Land
Buy Back Program” to provide 1.9 billion dollars to buy back fractionated land
interest across Indian Country. Eloise’s sister Joy Aketah brought the medal
to show us. This medal was awarded to Eloise Cobell four years after her
death.
Presidential Freedom Medal that was

Kathy Long presented information about funeral planning, advanced
presented to Eloise Cobell
directives and a POLST form, which gives more specific instructions on what
you would want done for you should you be unable to speak for yourself in a crisis situation.

Arli Neskahi, drummer / singer/ composer, joined us and sang native veteran songs in November and brought
his Karaoke equipment and WE did karaoke, we have some really good singers in our group! Arlie is a
member of the Dene’ Nation.
We had a presentation on nutrition and learning about our
“numbers” for cholesterol, HDL, LDL, HgA1C ranges. And what
HDL and LDL numbers mean. How to read the prediabetes and
diabetic blood glucose ranges, high and low blood pressure
readings. We talked about reading food labels and how much
sodium and sugar is in food products by converting mg to
teaspoons and measuring the sodium and sugar, an eye opener
for us. This was our “Know Your Numbers” luncheon. Tomato
plants were available to all who wanted to grow tomatoes.
A presentation by Vanessa Sherrill, a Regional Training
Consultant for the Statewide Health Insurance Benefits Advisor,
SHEBA. She talked about Medicare and the different programs
under Medicare and enrollment into these programs.
We had our own little group and talked about cedar weaving,
when and where and how to gather cedar. We were given
updates for the upcoming canoe journey. A display of baby cradle boards was shared with the group.
Information on beating the heat and staying hydrated was handed out. All went home with fresh fruit, apples,
orange and plums.
Drummer, singer and composer Arli Nekhahi

The July presentation was “Ancient Voices” with Vince Standing Deer-Gomez. He told us about past history of
the American Indians.
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Reminders
Our family practice clinic has relocated and been renamed to fit our new location. We are now
proudly named the Snoqualmie Tribal Family Clinic. Our new location is under the large awning of
the Tribal Center in what used to be the Emergency Department of the Snoqualmie Valley Hospital.
This area of the Tribal Center was remodeled with the clinic in mind and has a fully functional
Pediatric exam room, a minor procedures room, lab area and much more! Please feel free to stop
by or call to make an appointment with us. As an enrolled Snoqualmie Tribal member you are
eligible for direct care service at our clinic at no cost to you!
Our Current Hours of Operations:

Contact Information:

Monday through Friday
8:30am until 4:30pm

Physical Address: 			
9575 Ethan Wade Way SE
Snoqualmie, WA 98065

We are closed for lunch daily between
noon and 1:00pm
We are working to expand our hours of operation
to better serve you!

Mailing Address:
PO Box 969
Snoqualmie, WA 98065
Phone: 425-888-5511

Save the Date
Tribal Christmas Party
Saturday, December 8, 2018
Meydenbauer Center – Bellevue, WA
Watch for your invitation and more
information in October!

Save the Date
Fall Elders Retreat
October 19-21, 2018
Quinault Beach Resort & Casino

On September 15, Trout Unlimited will be hosting this fishing
competition for fishermen and women of all ages at the Lake
Sammamish State Park boat launch from 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

Trout Unlimited’s 1st Annual
Lake Sammamish Perch Derby
September 15, 2018
http://lakesammamishkokanee.com

Catch a Perch and Save a Kokanee!

Anglers may fish anywhere on the lake they can access legally.
The derby will include two divisions, adult and youth ages 15 and
under.
In the Adult division, $200 Cash will be given to the winning
angler in each category for longest fish, heaviest fish, and highest
combined weight of catch. Youth Anglers will be able to win $50
Dicks Sporting Goods vouchers for the winner in each category.
Interested Tribal Members can contact McKenna Sweet Dorman
at mckenna@snoqualmietribe.us to RSVP for this event.
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Seasonal Harvest Spotlight

ʔulal
Cattail
The reeds of ʔulal
are used to weave
mats and room
dividers. The
cotton-like fluff
was used as diaper
padding. The small,
inner portions at the
base of the reeds are
fried or eaten fresh
in summer.

stegedec
stegadac
Salmonberry

qaʔxec
qaʔxac
Crab Apple
According to legend, Swainson’s thrush sings
the berries of stegedec ripe, which are eaten
fresh or preserved. Spring sprouts can be
eaten fresh or steamed, and the fresh or
well-dried leaves and bark can be an astringent.

The fruit of the qaʔxec can be
boiled and mixed with oil for storage.
In winter, the crabapples can be
mixed with snow and whipped
in grease to make a treat similar
to ice cream.

sXaXelvec
sXaXelvac
Sword Fern
The leaves of sXaXelvec are used for many
purposes, such as padding, layers in cooking pits,
covering for foods and a surface to prepare foods
on. The spores can be used for burns and the
roots can be used later as winter “famine food”.

QaPuHec
QPuHac
Hazelnut

Taqaʔec
Taqaʔac
Salal

The QaPuHec is an important winter food due to
its rich fat and protein content. The prickly husks
can be rotted off by storing them in mud or
underwater until the harsh winter months.

The berries of Taqaʔec are considered a staple
food. They are preserved by being dried and
mixed with other berries. Leaves are used as
medicine and dye and can also be used
in cooking pits.

Plant Use
The information provided on plant uses is not meant as a gathering
or harvesting guide.

CeHedec
zeHadac
Indian Plum
The berries of CeHedec can be eaten dried,
cooked, or fresh, though the fresh berries can
be bitter. The bark can be used to treat
tuberculosis and can serve as a mild laxative.
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Medicinal uses mentioned are not to replace advice, diagnosis or
treatment from a qualified medical professional.
Please only gather with someone who is experienced and always
use responsible harvesting practices.
Do not overharvest.
Fall Quarter 2018

Self-Introduction in Lushootseed

About You
My name is…
The ‘First People’ [Native Americans] followed a specific dialog to introduce one’s self.
Those who were relayed
…ti/tsi dsdaʔ.
this information would potentially recognize the family names and know which lineal line and status one comes
I am Snoqualmie
from; High class, middle class, slave etc. Good conduct is to start with your name, what
tribe you are from, and
sdukʷalbixʷ čəd.

where you reside.

Vocabulary
Pronunciation
Next is introducing who your parents are, your grandparents, your great-grandparents
and if &
you
are able to
ti
tee/tea
go further or feel compelled to do so, go as far back as you can. (Note: For true understanding of lineage,
it is
tsi
important to say the maiden names of the women to cover all your lineal lines) Customarily
you wouldsee/sea
also say
dduh
what tribes your parents, grandparents and great-grandparents are from.

Here is a way for you to become familiar with a partial self-introduction.
About You
My name is…
…ti/tsi dsdaʔ.
I am Snoqualmie
sdukʷalbixʷ čəd.

Parents
I am the child of … and …
bədəʔ čəd ʔə ti/tsi … yəxʷ ti/tsi …

sdaʔ
stAH
sdukʷalbixʷ čəd
stow-qwall-buwh chud
bad
bAHd
skMʷuy
skwOHy
bədəʔ čəd
budUH chud
Grandparents
yəxʷ
I am the grandchild
of … and …yUHwh
ʔibac čədkayəʔ
ʔə ti/tsi … yəxʷ ti/tsikaiyUH
…
scapaʔ
s-sawpaw
ʔibac čəd
eebots chud

Vowel Sounds
Vocabulary & Pronunciation
ʔa
Ah
ti
tee/tea
Male (marker; like he)
ʔə
Uh
tsi
see/sea
Female (marker; like her)
ʔi
Ee/ay
dduh
my (prefix)
ʔu
Oh/OO
sdaʔ
stAH
name
sdukʷalbixʷ čəd
stow-qwall-buwh chud
I am Snoqualmie.
bad
bAHd
Father
skMʷuy
skwOHy
Mother
bədəʔ čəd
budUH chud
I am the child of…
yəxʷ
yUHwh
and (used between nouns)
kayəʔ
kaiyUH
Grandmother
My
name
is…
(male)
My name is… (female)
scapaʔ
s-sawpaw
Grandfather
My
name
is…
(male)
My
name
is…
(female)
ʔibac čəd
eebots chud
I am
the ___
grandchild
of…
___insert your
name
ti dsdaʔ.
___insert your name ___ tsi dsdaʔ.
___insert your name ___ ti dsdaʔ.
___insert your name ___ tsi dsdaʔ.
My name is… (male)
My name is… (female)
Vowel Sounds
I am Snoqualmie.
___insert your name ___ tsi dsdaʔ.
___insert
your name ___ ti dsdaʔ.
ʔa Snoqualmie.
Ah
I am
sdukʷalbixʷ čəd.
ʔə
Uh
sdukʷalbixʷ čəd.
ʔi Snoqualmie.
Ee/ay
I am
*Note: Choose which of each you would like to introduce first; Mother/Father
ʔu
Oh/OO
sdukʷalbixʷ
čəd.
*Note: Choose which of each you would
orlike
Grandmother
to introduce/Grandfather.
first; Mother/Father
Just remember ti is for male and tsi is for female.
or Grandmother /Grandfather. Just remember ti is for male and tsi is for female.
*Note: Choose which of each you would
like to introduce
PARENTS:
I am thefirst;
childMother/Father
of … and …
or Grandmother
/Grandfather.
Just…remember ti is for male and tsi is for female.
PARENTS:
I am the
child of … and
bədəʔ čəd ʔə ti _insert your parent name_ yəxʷ tsi _insert your parent name_.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------bədəʔ čəd ʔə ti _insert your parent name_
yəxʷ tsi _insert your parent name_.
PARENTS:
I am the child of … and …
bədəʔ čəd ʔə tsi _insert your parent name_ yəxʷ ti _insert your parent name_.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ti _insert
bədəʔ čəd ʔə tsi
_insertyour
yourparent
parentname_
name_yəxʷ
yəxʷtsi
ti _insert your parent name_.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------GRANDPARENTS: I am the grandchild of … and …
bədəʔ čəd ʔə tsi I_insert
parent of
name_
ti _insert your parent name_.
GRANDPARENTS:
am theyour
grandchild
… andyəxʷ
… ʔə
ʔibac
čəd
ti _insert your grandparent name_ yəxʷ tsi _insert your grandparent name_.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ʔibac čəd ʔə ti _insert your grandparent
name_ yəxʷ tsi _insert your grandparent name_.
GRANDPARENTS:
I am the grandchild ofʔibac
… andčəd
… ʔə tsi _insert your grandparent name_ yəxʷ ti _insert your grandparent name._
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ti _insert
name_.
ʔibac čəd ʔə tsi
_insertyour
yourgrandparent
grandparentname_
name_yəxʷ
yəxʷtsi
ti _insert your grandparent name._
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ʔibac čəd ʔə tsi _insert your grandparent name_ yəxʷ ti _insert your grandparent name._
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