Snoqualmie Indian Tribe

UPDATES & EVENTS
July 2022

Snoqualmie Tribal Council Meetings
Enrolled Adult Snoqualmie Tribal Members are welcome
to attend Snoqualmie Tribal Council Meetings.
Meetings usually occur every Thursday, via Zoom
Webinar, and start at approximately 10:30 AM.
If you would like to attend, please e-mail
secretary@snoqualmietribe.us

Consignment Artist of the Month
Colleen A. Barker, daughter of Honorary Tribal Elder
Katherine Barker lineage and a self-taught artist, has
been one of several artists in her family line. You can find
right now at the Crescent Market!

Deadline Extended for Road Name
Nominations
A reminder that we are accepting road names
suggestions for roads in the Snoqualmie Tribe Ancestral
Forest. The deadline has now been extended to July 31,
2022.
Multiple names can be submitted. Names should not be
the name of an individual.
Visit the eform to submit your entries:
https://snoqualmietribeforms.us/road-namesuggestions/

Emergency Rental Assistance
Emergency Rental Assistance - ERA through the US
Treasury is currently available through August 30 for
Tribal Members who have not yet accessed or utilized
their full allocation. If unsure of your allocation status
please inquire via email to housing@snoqualmietribe.us
The application may be found online under the Tribal
Services menu, General Benefits, Emergency Rental
Assistance.

We want to feature your items! If you design jewelry,
photography, clothing, carvings, or other artwork to sell
and have an interest in taking part in the Consignment
Artist program, contact snoshoppe@snocasino.com to
learn about this easy opportunity! Artists get paid 90% of
the selling price for each item sold.

Casino Enterprise Jobs
The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe secures its future and
security of its People through the following business
enterprises: Crescent Market, Eighth Generation,
Salish Lodge, and Snoqualmie Casino. If you’d like to
learn about Tribal Member/Internal Casino jobs, like IT
Support Technician, Electrician, and Security, contact
Takako Wright, Tribal Development Manager, at twright@
snocasino.com to be added to the notifications list.

Tribal Member Business Directory
Add your name and business to the Snoqualmie Tribal
Member Business Directory! Our directory will be a
resource for services, shopping, or possible employment
opportunities. If you would like to be included, please
send your Business name, short summary, business
address (if applicable), website (if applicable), and
your contact information to Takako Wright, Tribal
Development Manager, at twright@snocasino.com
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Administrative Updates
All Education benefits reset as of July 1, 2022. If you
have any questions regarding accessing your education
benefits please email education@snoqualmietribe.us
GW Minor Supplemental Assistance (formerly Back to
School Benefit). This benefit is set for distribution the
first week in August. No application will be required
for service eligible minor students, the funds will be
distributed automatically. NEW MEMBERS: your
minor child must have a birth certificate submitted
to enrollment in order to be service eligible for this
benefit.
REMINDER: There will be no Back to School event or
shipment this year.
CONSOLIDATED ASSISTANCE: Notifications have
been sent out via email and USPS if you are due for
recertification. Please have applications and supporting
documents in by July 10 to generalresources@
snoqualmietribe.us
REMINDER: Consolidated Assistance Elder payment will
go out on July 20. Adult Member payment will go out on
July 22 (since the 23 is a Saturday).
BENEFITS: Due to the high volume of applications all
benefit departments are currently operating on a 14 day
processing window. We appreciate your patience.
The Baby Corner program is open to all Tribal Members,
as long as you are able to pick up items from the Admin
Campus. This program offers second baby/children
supplies and clothes, as well as diapers, wipes, swim
diapers, pull ups, and formula. The Tribe recognizes the
nationwide shortage in baby formula and is working with
our local non-profit to source supplies as needed for our
members. Please email childcare@snoqualmietribe.us
for an application and list of available items.
SOUNDERS tickets: Sounders tickets continue to be
available for late July and August games. Please use the
eform on the website under TCR if you are interested
in attending a game. 4 tickets and a parking pass are
available per member based on availability.
Child Development Center: The Tribe's building
renovation is underway. We continue to work on a
schedule that will allow the center to open January 3,
2023. The website will launch in late July with the ability
for Tribal Members and Enterprise Staff to pre-register
for an enrollment spot in early August.

Upcoming In-Person Culture Classes
The Culture Department is currently hosting in-person
classes on the Administrative Campus. The next class
will be held on July 16 - Beading - Earings, Necklaces
and Eyeglass Holders.
Get more information or sign up to attend on the
Culture web site:
https://culture.snoqualmietribe.us/
Origin of Seasons Storybook
The first booklet in the Traditional Story Illustration
Collaboration project is now available for download
from the Culture website.
Origin of Seasons contains the story of Bear and Rabbit
as told by Jerry Kanim in August 1955, with original
illustration by Colleen Barker. Also suitable for coloring!
Look for it in the Language page.

New Director Announced for Child Development
Center
The Tribal Council is pleased to announce the new
Director of the Child Development Center, Snoqualmie
Tribal Member Ashley MacDonald. Ashley has her
Master of Arts in Teaching and her Bachelor of Arts in
Early Childhood and Family Studies from University of
Washington. Ashley is coming into this position with
over eight years of experience in early and elementary
education having previously worked in the Tacoma and
Kent school districts as well as the New London, CT
school district. Ashley is able to provide insight and
guidance in both her professional capacity and as a
mom to three young tribal children. Please join us in
congratulating Ashley, the Tribe is looking forward to
the professional skills, experience, and perspective as an
active member of the Tribal community that she will be
bring to the Center.

Have a story? Suggestion? Feedback? Questions? Feel free to contact us at: communications@snoqualmietribe.us

Visit the Snoqualmie Tribe Facebook Page at https://www.facebook.com/snoqualmieindiantribe/

National Day of Prayer for the Protection of
Native American Sacred Places
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•

Bear Lodge which is known as Devil’s Tower which
has spiritual values to the tribes, atop Bear Lodge
sits a buffalo skull used for ceremonial purposes.

•

Grand Canyon which is being desecrated for its
minerals and tourism.

•

Black Hills of South Dakota.

•

Celilo Falls of the Yakamas… and many more.

Submitted by Ron Kanim Enick

For our sacred lands, we will send our prayers up
through the mist of the falls straight up into our
creator’s nostrils and down into the heart of the Creator
to seek His help in the protection of our sacred sites.
I would like to quote something from the Snoqualmie
Tribe Ancestral Lands Movement webpage that has
stuck with my heart since the time I first read it.

wiFaac Thank you for joining our sunrise ceremony:
“National Day of Prayer for the Protection of Native
American Sacred Places”.
On our National Day of Prayer for Protection of Sacred
Places we all paused to remember and to acknowledge
the Creators authority, sovereignty, and power. All that
we have belongs to GOD, and we are all under His care.
When our hearts are filled with GOD, when our hearts
are filled with Love, you can be confident that our
prayers, plans, and desires are in line with our GOD.
Creator said seek me, ask me, and serve me, and I will
give you all that you ask for by the power of our Creator.
But if, you seek yourself, your own wisdom, prestige,
successes, and whatever arises from selfish motivation,
GOD said, I am not in those things.

Quote: To combat this, we are encouraging the idea of
mindfulness over conquest. “Conquering” the mountain
is not a concept in traditional Snoqualmie culture,
we are not separate or apart from our sacred sites.
What happens to the land happens to us. The spiritual
ramifications of disturbance and desecration travels
through our people as a form of generational trauma,
inherited by the next generations. When our sites are
blasted apart, so are we. When our ancestor’s burial
grounds are disturbed, so are we. This destruction
manifests itself in our spiritual and physical wellbeing.
When we are successful in protecting, respecting, and
restoring these sites and our connections to them, we
help heal ourselves for generations to come. Olom ah
seestah
End Quote.

Our prayer today (6.17.2022) is to honor all of our
sacred places and to show support for protecting them,
Snoqualmie Falls, Swing Rock, Mt Si, Rattlesnake Ledge,
Lake Sammamish, Meadowbrook, Raging River, and
out to the salt water. All these places are sacred to
our people and these sacred sites live in our creation
teachings.
In observance of our sacred places we also mention
all the struggles many of our First Peoples across
the nation are experiencing with development, and
destruction of sacred places;

Sincerely,
Ronnie Jerry Kanim Enick

Visit the Snoqualmie Tribe Facebook Page at https://www.facebook.com/snoqualmieindiantribe/

Silent Slumber

Submitted by Nychelle Schneider
Silence.
Pure, deafening silence.
A journey comes to an end, no footprints walking forward. No hands to guide smaller
hands as they explore--to hold during the soft and tough times.
A voice. Silenced. An oral witness to history now stands within the trees. Rooted in our
memories yet dying in time.
I will remember you, the one who slumbers with our ancestors. As I walk among the
silent trees I am shaded by your legacy--your branches are many. My feet are guided
by your roots. Those roots which broke mountains into pebbles so those after you may
journey easier. To make my path softer among the rushes.
Dust of pollen christens my brow as I walk beneath your shadow--like whispers of
mentorship to help carry my burdens as I walk alone. Yet, I still find tender sunlight
caressing other saplings under your care. Though you slumber you still protect our
people in the storms of life.
The scent of you comes on the wind, like a fleeting memory of a moment long ago. A
silent reminder peppered with emotion and drowned in tears. Your laughter and song
shed on the ground in bitter sorrow of the silence that replaced them. No longer does
that voice carry anything but silence.
Silence burdens me. Walks with me.
Many do not hear it, some choose to ignore it, yet I find that silence comforting me.
For it is heard. I can hear all of you, among the trees...for you are the forest. I hear your
timbre, the wind in your branches, the lark nesting in your bark. You have returned to
me, to nature, to stand watch over us as we carry on that silence you held your entire
life.
The silence of those who came before us. Our ancestors, our guides, our trees--our
earth. I hear you. I will give voice to your silence so you may rest.
Our journey is renewed in those you nurtured. For life is ever-evolving and growing,
and I stand among the forest of my brethren, my family, my ancestors. Hear our song.
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