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PURPOSE

This policy establishes guidance for the appropriate, lawful, and effective use of Tribal Public Health
Funds to prepare for, respond to, and recover from emergency flood disasters. The policy is intended
to protect community health, ensure accountability, and align tribal actions with tribal law, federal
requirements, and funding source restrictions.

[. AUTHORITY

This policy is issued under the authority of the Tribal Council and the Tribal Public Health
program, consistent with:

A. Tribal sovereignty and applicable tribal codes and resolutions;

B. Grant and funding agreements governing Tribal Public Health Funds;

C. Applicable federal laws and regulations (e.g., 2 CFR Part 200, Stafford Act where
applicable); and

D. Mutual aid agreements and emergency management compacts.

[I. SCOPE

A. This policy applies to:
| All Tribal Public Health Funds administered by the Tribe;
2. Tribal Health Department staff and contractors; and
3. Emergency Flood Disasters occurring within tribal lands or affecting tribal members.

B. This policy applies only during declared or documented emergency flood situations.
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[II. DEFINITIONS

" Emergency Flood Disaster” means flooding caused by natural or human-made events that
threatens life, property, and/or public health and requires immediate response.

“Tribal Public Health Funds” means funds allocated or awarded to the Tribe for public health
purposes, including grants, compact funds, and tribal appropriations.

“Emergency Declaration” means a declaration issued by the Tribal Council, Tribal Chair/President,
or other authorized official recognizing an emergency situation.

[V. GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Use of Tribal Public Health Funds during Emergency Flood Disasters shall:
A. Prioritize protection of life, health, and safety;

Focus on prevention and mitigation of public health risks;

Be equitable and culturally appropriate;

Comply with funding restrictions and reporting requirements; and

m o N

Be transparent and accountable.

V. CONDITIONS FOR USE OF FUNDS

A. Tribal Public Health Funds may be used for flood-related activities when:

I. An Emergency Flood Disaster is declared by tribal leadership or emergency management;
and

2. The proposed use of funds directly addresses a public health need or risk arising from the
flood; and
3. Use is allowable under the specific funding source terms and conditions.

B. Unless explicitly authorized by the funding source, Tribal Public Health Funds shall not be

used for:

|. Long-term housing reconstruction unrelated to public health.
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VI.

VIIL.

VIII.
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2. Replacement of personal property.

3. Non-emergency infrastructure projects without a clear public health connection; or

4. Activities prohibited by grant or compact terms.

APPROVAL AND OVERSIGHT

A Emergency use of funds must be approved by the Tribal Public Health Administrator

or designee.
B. Significant expenditures may require Tribal Council notification or ratification.
C. All expenditures must be documented and tracked separately when feasible.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR MOLD REMEDIATION
ASSISTANCE

To qualify for mold remediation assistance under Section 7.4, each applicant must:

A. Be an enrolled Tribal member;
Occupy the affected dwelling as their primary residence;
Demonstrate that the residence was impacted by a qualifying flood event;

Demonstrate actual or potential mold exposure posing a public health risk; and

m o O w

Certify that the assistance is not duplicative of other benefits (insurance, FEMA, or

other disaster aid).

PAYMENT MECHANICS

To qualify for mold remediation assistance under Section 7.4, each applicant must:

A. Assistance may be provided as:
|. Direct payment to an approved vendor, or
2. Reimbursement to the enrolled member for eligible expenses already incurred.

B. Reimbursements require submission of receipts, invoices, and proof of payment.
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[X.

XI.
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C. Direct payments are preferred when feasible to reduce administrative and audit risk.

D. Total assistance shall not exceed $1,000 per household per flood event.

ANTI-DUPLICATION OF BENEFITS

A. Tribal Public Health Funds shall not duplicate benefits provided by FEMA, insurance, or
other disaster assistance programs.

B. Applicants must disclose all disaster-related assistance received or anticipated.

C. If duplication is identified after payment, the Tribe reserves the right to recover excess
funds consistent with tribal law.

INTERNAL CONTROLS AND COMPLIANCE

A All assistance shall comply with 2 CFR Part 200, applicable grant conditions, and tribal
financial policies.

B. The Tribal Health Department shall:
a. Maintain written procedures for eligibility determination and approvals;
b. Segregate duties related to approval, payment, and reconciliation where feasible;

c. Retain documentation supporting allowability, necessity, and reasonableness of
costs.

C. Assistance records shall be available for audit or monitoring.

APPLICATION PROCESS

A. Enrolled members seeking assistance must submit a Mold Remediation Assistance
Application.

B. Applications may be accepted electronically or in person during emergency response
periods.
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XII. COORDINATION

The Tribal Health program shall coordinate with:

AR

Tribal Emergency Management;

Tribal Public Safety;

Tribal Council and leadership;

Federal, state, and local partners (e.g., FEMA, IHS, CDC) as appropriate; and

Neighboring tribes under mutual aid agreements.

XITIT. DOCUMENTATION AND REPORTING

A. All emergency expenditures shall be documented in accordance with tribal and grant
requirements.

B. Reports shall be prepared by the Tribal Council and funding agencies as required.

C. Records shall be retained in compliance with applicable record retention policies.

XIV. REVIEW AND AMENDMENT

This policy shall be reviewed after each emergency event or at least every three (3) years.

Amendments may be made by Tribal Council resolution or authorized administrative action.
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